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symptoms are to be deprecated among members of the

profession, if only for the reason that to draw attention to a
subject is not necessarily to recognise its importance. We

recommend, however, to the perusal of Mr. Lennox Browne
our obituary notice of Dr. Hans Wilhelm Meyer (p. 1613),
and the substantial claims that it contains for the recognition
of the services of that learned physician and certain of his
onfreres.-3D. L.

"THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE SOCIETY
OF MEMBERS, AND THE COUNCIL OF THE

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
OF ENGLAND."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-In your otherwise correct annotation on the subject

of the intervention of this society in connexion with the
.a,mendment’ of By-law 16, you have omitted to mention
that the Secretary of State agreed with our main contention,
which war that the Council (as at present constituted) is not
tted to be the sole and uncontrolled judge as to what is
"infamous conduct " on the part of a member. Under the

by-law as proposed, it was pointed out by Mr. Asquith that
"the only question which could be decided by a court of
law would be whether, in the opinion of the Council,’ a
member had offended against the terms of the by-law, thus
leaving the action of the Council wholly uncontrolled."
Under the by-law, as amended by the Secretary of State, the
Council has full powers to deal with offenders, subject to the
salutary control of the law-courts.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Southfields, S.W., June 17th, 1895. W. G. DICKINSON.W. G. DICKINSON.

THE SUPPORT OF HOSPITALS AND THE
ABUSE OF THEIR SERVICES.

To t7te Editors (lj THE LANCET.
s SIRS,-As a medical man having some knowledge of the
immense abuse of the out-patient department of hospitals
.and of the disastrous effect this has upon my own profession,
I felt great difficulty in my capacity of churchwarden in
giving my sanction to devoting the offertories on "Hospital
Sunday" to the fund which goes by that name. It
does not appear to me to be right to give money
,dedicated to God’s service to a fund which is divided
up amongst a number of institutions who admittedly
make little or no attempt to confine the expenditure of the
donations to the purpose for which they were given ; while,
on the other hand, the money is partly expended in carrying
on a grossly unfair competition with a profession which is
moted for its charitable acts. My vicar had, I found, made
arrangements long since, in accordance with the custom of
previous years, by which the offertories of Hospital Sunday
were to be given to the Fund, so that I did not interfere with
them on this occasion ; but I do feel that since you issue a
’Supplement showing the needs of the hospitals, it is not
tinreasona.ble to ask you also to publish a statement showing
the attempts which are being made by the hospitals and
dispeasaues benefited by this Fund to devote money given
to them to charitable purposes-i.e., entirely to the objects
for which the money is given-and so defending it from
abuse. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
June 10th, 1895. PEOPLE’S WARDEN.PEOPLE’S WARDEN.

THE ELECTION OF MEDICAL OFFICER TC
THE LAMBETH INFIRMARY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SiRS,-In your issue of June lst there was an advertise-

ment for the post of medical officer to the Lambeth Infirmary.
’The chief points in it were-the candidate "must possess
the medical and surgical qualifications prescribed by the
orders of the Local Government Board"; "he will be re-
quired during term to give lectures to the probationers under
training at the infirmary "; and the entire management of
the infirmary, whether medical or otherwise, is placed under
the control of the medical officer, rendering it essential that
he should be possessed of good administrative capacity as

well as professional skill and experience." There are over
fifty candidates, myself amongst the number. I have just
heard that the finance committee, in whose hands is placed
the selection of four or five candidates to go before the full
board, last night passed a resolution, with one or two dis.
sentients, that all those candidates who did not possess an
M.B., M.D., or F.R.C.S. degree be struck out. Now, Sirs, I
think a proceeding of this kind ought not to be kept a
secret. It is most unfair to all those candidates who have
not got these degrees, and who thus wasted their time and
money in sending in their applications. It may act (and
probably will) in a manner most prejudicial to the

interests of the board itself, and also the ratepayers,
because the man most fitted for the post may be amongst
those struck out, for it by no means follows that because a
medical man has an M.D. degree therefore he is capable
of taking charge of the Lambeth Infirmary, which is
really a hospital with over 600 beds. It is also most
stultifying to the board itself, for if the members
had originally intended to limit the candidates in this
particular way they would have said so in their advertise-
ment. Why, then, should this committee override the
board ? The committee also fixed the minimum age
at twenty-eight. I hope you will not think that I write this
as a disappointed candidate. Personally, it makes very little
difference to me; but I think that such peculiar methods of
selection ought to be exposed, for if this is taken as a

precedent it must of necessity debar many efficient men from
applying.-I enclose my card and am, Sirs, yours obediently,
June 18th, 1895. M.R.C.S., &.0.

P.S.-The election is fixed for the 26th inst.

"THE BOYLE LECTURE AT OXFORD."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

am very much obliged to you for indicating where
I could find Professor Crum Brown’s lecture fully reported.
I have now read it more than once with considerable interest,
but also, I am bound to add, with some perplexity. If the
distinguished lecturer will pardon my saying so, his diction is
not always perfectly lucid. Here, far example, is a passage
which for the life of me I cannot construe into either rhyme
or reason. " If we call the line along which we look during
the pause between two jerks a glance-line, we may describe
the whole phenomenon by saying that the glance-lines are fixed
relatively to fixed external objects, whether the head is rotated
or not. This, of course, means that during a pause the eyes
are rotated relatively to the head about the axis on which
the head is really rotated, in the opposite sense and through
the same angle as the head." Now what on earth do these
words mean ? They are all simple, commonplace expressions,
employed apparently in consonance with the ordinary rules
of grammar, but the more I pore over the passage the greater
grows my bewilderment. To the Professor, with the con-
text in his mind, the meaning doubtless is as plain
as a pikestaff, but I freely confess I am quite unable to
fathom it. After such an admission of incompetence I
am almost afraid to insist on the two objections raised
in my former letter, and yet one of them, at all
events, seems to me in my ignorance to be well founded.
If, however, I am to be hung (as seems probable) I may as
well have my sheep-provided, of course, I am not thereby
seeking to trespass too far upon your kindness and space.
As regards my first objection I find that Professor Crum

Brown does not assert that " when the head is moved rapidly
in one direction the eyes have to move to a corresponding
extent." On the contrary, he talks of fixing the eyes on a
point and keeping them so fixed while rotating the head. He
is well aware of the power we all possess of moving oar
heads while steadfastly regarding a fixed object, and yet he
commits himself without limitations to the following state-
ment : " What has been said seems to show that our imme-
diate sense that the earth and what we call flzed objects on
it are fixed is a consequence of the way in which we move
our eyes, and, in paiticular, of the way in which, by a
suitable movement of the eyeballs, we involuntarily and
unconsciously compensate movements of the head, voluntary
or involuntary, conscious or unconscious."
As regards my second objection I have only to add that

in my humble opinion there is nothing in the lecture to
diminish its validity. According to Professor Crum Brown the
force controlling the compensatory movements of the eyes is
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purely mechanical ; it is consequently impossible to reconcile
his theory with obvious facts.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
June 17th, 1895. 

_______________ 

SURDUS.

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The,Sha7izada’s TTisit to the Oity.
THE visit of the Afghan Prince was in all respects most

successful. It comprised part of the afternoon of Tuesday,
the llth, the whole of Wednesday, the 12th, and a great part
of Thursday, the 13th inst. On the Wednesday he had an
admirable opportunity of seeing the better and the worse side
of Liverpool, the procession being through a principal
thoroughfare of Toxteth Park which was thronged with the
inhabitants of the worst streets in Liverpool. A short drive
took the Prince to a sight much more agreeable, Sefton and
Prince’s Park, with their many noble mansions. The Prince
had previously travelled by the Over-head Railway, so called
because it passes at a high level along the line of docks over
the street traffic, the motor power being electricity. The
Prince was so much interested in it that he repeated his
visit to this railway next day. In addition to an address at
St. George’s Hall and a luncheon at the town hall, he had
an opportunity of seeing the river Mersey to great advantage,
and also of witnessing the novel sight of an Atlantic liner
moored by the landing stage. Liverpool is determined not
to be surpassed in facilities of transit by Southampton or any
other port, and it may interest all American visitors professional
and lay, as well as all visitors from England to America, to
learn that they can now pass through Liverpool with every
comfort and without delay by means of the new riverside
railway station, all the discomforts of tenders, porters,
cabs, &c. having been relegated to the past. The Mersey
is remarkably free from stench, though at a certain state of
the tide and in certain parts of the river one is occasionally
reminded that it is made a deposit for sewage. Perhaps the
day is not very far distant when the deposit of sewage in a
tidal river will be regarded as even more dangerous than
intra-mural burial.

Deaths r1 Prominent Citizens.
Within the last few days several prominent citizens have

passed away, among others being Mr. R. Ellis, clerk to the
city magistrates, and Mr. G. J. Atkinson, the town clerk.
Both these gentlemen had been brought in contact with
many members of the medical profession, each and all of
whom could testify to the value of these two public servants.
Each in his capacity was a model of what a public official
should be, always at hands, always ready to give informa-
tion in his department, and always respectful, courteous,
and obliging.
June 18th. 

_____________

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Site for a New Infirmary, Newcastle-ueon-Zyne.
THE governors of the Royal Infirmary, having failed to

induce the corporation to grant them a site on the Leazes,
sent a few days ago a deputation to the town council asking
for an extension of the present site. The ground upon
which the infirmary was originally built was given by the
corporation, and it is felt that what the corporation did some
hundred and fifty years ago they should be able and willing
to do again. If a portion of the ground now occupied as a
market could be handed over to the infirmary little doubt is
felt that the money would be forthcoming to place upon it a
building as capable of meeting the requirements of the
district as was that the foundation stone of which was laid
in the year 1751 by Butler, the famous Bishop of Durham.
Newcastle was then a small town. Now it is a stately and a
wealthy city, a great centre of industrial and intellectual
activity, she should not lag behind other towns in providing
adequate accommodation for the sick poor. It will be
some weeks at least before an answer can be given by the
finance committee, to whom the council has referred the

question of the possibility of granting the infirmary an
extension of the present site.

A Good Example.
The foundation stone of a fine Presbyterian church has

just been laid by Sir Donald Carrie, M.P., on a plot of
ground adjoining that on which the College of Medicine is 
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built, and to commemorate his visit to Newcastle Sir Donald
Currie generously handed the mayor a cheque for 100 as a
contribution to the funds of the Royal Infirmary.

Rabies at Tynem07lth.
A spaniel suffering from dumb rabies was a few days ago

destroyed at Tynemouth after having been kept under.
observation by a veterinary surgeon for a sufficiently long
period to make the nature of the disease a. matter of cer.-
tainty. For some time there has been a scare of rabies in the
Haltwhistle district. It is believed the Tynemouth dog had’
not bitten any other animal. An order to muzzle all dogs
in the borough of Tynemouth has been issued by the
magistrates.
JJestruction of Fifteen Boilers with great Loss of Life near

Redcar.
On Friday night a terrible boiler explosion occurred at

Warrenby, near Redcar, the explanation of which is not at,
pregent known. The furnaces were being tapped when the
explosion took place. Four men were killed instantly, five
others have since died, and others are seriously injured.
More would have suffered had the explosion taken place a,
little earlier. Two hundred men are by this dreadful
accident thrown out of work. The damage is estimated as,
amounting to 20,000. Fifteen boilers are destroyed. An

inquiry by the Board of Trade is being held.
Another Fatal Accident to a Oyclist.

A young man named Jameson, while riding down a hill on.
Sunday last in the neighbourhood of Hexham, lost command
of his cycle, and with his machine bounded over the wall of
a bridge into a stream, where he was found quite dead. This
is the third fatal accident in this neighbourhood within a few
days, and there is a patient in the Royal Infirmary suffering
from rupture of the urethra, brought about by his missing the
saddle in mounting and striking his perineum on some other
part of the machine.

The Visit of the Shahzada.
The Ameer’s son arrived at Cragside, the seat of Lord

Armstrong, with a large retinue, on Saturday from Carlisle.
At Silloth he visited the range belonging to the firm of Messrs.
Armstrong, Mitchell, and Co., where some cannon and other
guns were fired for his edification. On Monday he came to
Newcastle. An address was presented to him by the civic
authorities, after which he inspected the celebrated Arm-
strong factory, lunched, and was shown something of the
town. He told the deputy mayor he enjoyed himself ; at any
rate, he took an intelligent interest in everything he saw. It
was noticed that one or two of his suite on the way to inspect
the works, before luncheon, were asleep, but no doubt-
they, too, enjoyed themselves after their fashion.
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, June 18th.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Cost of Hospital Extension.
THE expenditure on the additions (including furnishings)

to the City Hospital, Aberbeen, up to date is 18,428 198. 7<
This is exclusive of the cost of erecting a dwelling-house for
the employes, a scheme which is at present under con-

sideration by a committee.
An Economic Convalescent Home.

The annual gathering in connexion with the Newhills
Convalescent Home, near Aberdeen, took place on Saturday
last. In the cottage there and in the branch at Stone-
haven 241 patients were treated last year. The Rev. Dr.
Smith stated that thirty (female) patients were admitted at
the little home at Stonehaven last season and that the whole
cost was about :&52.

Glasgow University.
At a meeting of the University Court on the 13th inst.

Mr. R. Adamson, LL.D., was appointed Professor of Logic
in place of the late Dr. Veitch. Mr. Adamson has for three
years occupied the chair of Logic in the University of &pound;
Aberdeen.-Two new lectureships have been recently in--

stituted, one in French and the other in English Literature,.


